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The Interdisciplinary National Conference on Biodiversity and Wildlife Conservation Through 

Tribes of India (BWCTI – 2023) was organized by Dr. Ambedkar College of Arts, Commerce & 

Science, Chandrapur (M.S.) on 27 & 28 January 2023 and sponsored by Indian Science Congress 

Association Amravati Chapter  in association with Chandrapur Forest Academy of 

Administration and Management, Chandrapur, Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve, Chandrapur, 

Wadadham Fossil Park, Sironcha, Indian Arachnology Society, Amravati & Satpuda Foundation, 

Amravati. It was inaugurated on Friday, 27 January 2023. The Inaugural Ceremony was started 

with Gondwana University Geet. The Inaugural Ceremony was presided over by the Hon’ble 

Shri Arun G. Ghotekar, President, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Memorial Society, 

Chandrapur while Hon’ble Dr. (Mrs.) Vijay Laxmi Saxena, General President, Indian Science 

Congress Association, Kolkata inaugurated the Coference. In her speech she highlighted the 

importance of Consevation of Biodiversity and Wildlife Conservation Through Tribes of India. 

The Chief Guest was Hon’ble Dr. Ramkrishna Nandi, General Secretary (Membership 

Affairs), Indian Science Congress Association, Kolkata. He elaborated about the origin 

of Indian Science Congress Association and issues related to Biodiversity. The Guests 

of Honour were Hon’ble Dr. G. B. Santape, Convener, ISCA, Amravati Chapter, Hon’ble Mr. 

Kunal Ghotekar, Joint Secretary, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Memorial Society, 

Chandrapur, Hon’ble Dr. Atul K. Bodkhe, Treasurer, ISCA, Amravati Chapter, Hon’ble Dr. 

Hemlata Chaudhari, Principal, Govt. Science College, Gadchiroli. Hon’ble Dr. G. B. Santape, 

Convener, ISCA, Amravati Chapter spoke about the need of global collaboration for the 

conservation of Biodiversity and Wildlife and also informed about the works of different 

chapters of Indian Science Congress Association. On this occasion the Proceedings of the 

conference was released by all the dignitsries on the dais. Hon’ble Shri Arun G. Ghotekar 

and Hon’ble Dr. (Mrs.) Vijay Laxmi Saxena, honored the following Eminent Scientists and 

Resource Persons  

1. Hon’ble Dr. V. P. Uniyal, Scientist-G, Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun, Uttarakhand 

2. Hon’ble Dr. M. T. Sheikh, Former Professor, Institute of Science, Nagpur 



3. Hon’ble Dr. Rashmi Srivastava, Former Scientist, Birbal Sahni Institute of Paleobotany, 

Lucknow 

4. Hon’ble Dr. Dhananjay Mohabey, Geologist & Vertebrate Paleontologist, PGTD of 

Geology, Nagpur University, Nagpur 

5. Hon’ble Dr. S. R. Yadav, INSA, Senior Scientist, Department of Botany, Shivaji 

University, Kolhapur 

6. Hon’ble Dr. S. R. Manik, Former Professor & Head, Dept.of Botany, Sant Gadgebaba 

Amravati University, Amravati 

7. Hon’ble Dr. Ashwini Kumar Shrivastava, Former Scientist, Birabal Sahni Institute of 

Paleobotany, Lucknow 

8. Hon’ble Dr. V. J. Somani, Mahatma Gandhi Department of Rural Studies, Veer Narmad 

South Gujarat University, Surat 

9. Hon’ble Dr. R. R. Dahegaonkar, Principal, Dr. Ambedkar College, of Arts, Commerce 

and Science, Chandrapur 

The Convener respected Principal Dr. Rajesh R. Dahegaonkar delievered the introductory speech 

and highlighted achievements of the college. The Organizing Secretary Dr. N. C. Das, Dr. 

Ambedkar College, of Arts, Commerce and Science, Chandrapur  welcomed all the distinguished 

delegates and explained the objectives of the conference. 

 

The Conference brought together emerging researchers, scientists and provided a platform for 

deliberation and discussions on the progress in all major areas of Biodiversity Conservations and 

issues related to Wild Life Protection and Conservation like Restoration of Degraded Land for 

Environmental Sustainability, Biodiversity of Past and Present, Ecological and Environmental 

Chemistry, Plant Taxonomy and Plant Pathology, Ecosystem Restoration, Paleobotany and 

Paleoenvironment etc. Mr. Kishor Mahajan and Dr. Amrut Lanje have conducted the programme 

and Dr. Imran Mithani proposed the vote of thanks.  

The following Keynote Address and Invited Talks were conducted in Technical Session on 

27/01/2023 

Keynote Address by Hon’ble Dr. V. P. Uniyal Scientist-G, Wildlife Institute of India, 

Dehradun, Uttarakhand on Topic: Impact of Human-civilization on Biodiversity in Indian Trans 

and Western Himalaya: It’s Time to React for Them. 



Technical Session I:  

Plenary Session I: Chairperson Hon’ble Dr. P. S. Kokate, Professor & Head, Dept. of Botany, 

Shri. Shivaji Science College, Akola and Resource Person Hon’ble Dr. D. K. Kapgate, Former 

Professor and Head, Dept. of Botany, J. M. Patel College, Bhandara, Topic: Palaeobiodiversity 

of Wadadham Fossil Park and its Vicinity during Jurassic Period. 

Plenary Session II: Chairperson Hon’ble Dr. Rashmi Srivastava, Former Scientist, Birbal Sahni 

Institute of Paleobotany, Lucknow and Resource Person Hon’ble Dr. Dhananjay Mohabey, 

Geologist & Vertebrate Paleontologist, PGTD of Geology, Nagpur University, Nagpur, Topic: 

Biodiversity and Habitat of Indian Dinosaurs and Reptiles 67 Million Years Back before Rise of 

Himalaya: Extinction of Dinosaurs linked to Deccan Volcanic Eruptions 

Plenary Session III: Chairperson Dr. Veenapani Dubey, Head, Department of Botany, 

Chaitanya Science and Arts College, Pamgarh (C.G.) and Resource Person Hon’ble Dr. S. R. 

Yadav, INSA, Senior Scientist, Department of Botany, Shivaji University, Kolhapur Topic: Role 

of Educational Institutes in Documentation, Education, Bio-prospecting and Conservation of 

Plant diversity 

Plenary Session IV: Chairperson Hon’ble Dr. R. G. Jadhao, Principal late N. A. Deshmukh 

Arts, Commerce & Sci. College, Chandur Bazar and Resource Person Hon’ble Dr. G. D. 

Muratkar Head, Department of Environmental Science, Arts , Science & Commerce College , 

Chikhaldara, Dist. Amravati Topic: Role of Grasslands in Wildlife Habitat Management in 

Protected Areas of India 

Technical Session II:  

Paper Presentation (Oral) : Chairperson: Dr. Rupesh Kapale, Asst. Professor Department of 

Botany Govt. Penchvalley P.G. College, Parasia, M.P.  

Examiner-1: Hon’ble Dr. Dhanjay T. Talwankar, Principal, G. S. College, Khamgaon 

Examiner-2: Hon’ble Dr. Surendra R. Manik, Former Professor & Head, Dept. of Botany, Sant 

Gadgebaba Amravati University, Amravati  

Poster Presentation : 

Examiner-1: Dr. N. V. Khubalkar, Former Professor and Head, Department of Botany, LAD 

College, Nagpur  

Examiner-2: Dr. Mahesh Chikhale, Incharge Principal, Rajashri Shahu Science College, Chandur 

Bazar, Dist. Amravati 



Cultural Program & Dinner Venue: Panchawati Lawn, Tadoba Road, Chandrapur 

 

The following Invited Talks were delivered in Technical Session on 28/01/2023 

Technical Session III : 

Plenary Session V: Chairperson Dr. Nikhil Kanungo, Asst. Professor, Department of Boatny, 

Govt. Autonomous P.G. College, Chhindwara (M.P.) and Resource Person Hon’ble Dr. W. B. 

Gurnule, Professor, Kamala Nehru Mahavidhyalaya, Nagpur Topic: Nano Science and its Impact 

on Society 

Plenary Session VI : Chairperson Hon’ble Dr. S. R. Manik, Former Professor & Head, Dept. of 

Botany, Sant Gadgebaba Amravati University, Amravati  and Resource Person Hon’ble Dr. 

Ashwini Kumar Shrivastava, Former Scientist, Birbal Sahni Institute of Paleobotany, Lucknow 

Topic: Past and Present Trends in Plant Biodiversity and Conservation of Fossils in Ethnic 

Terrain 

Plenary Session VII : Chairperson Hon’ble Dr. Sawan Deshmukh, Senate Member, Sant Gadge 

Baba Amravati University, Amravati and Resource Person Hon’ble Dr. V. J. Somani, Mahatma 

Gandhi Department of Rural Studies, Veer Narmad South Gujarat University, Surat Topic: Crop 

Biodiversity and its Importance in Climate Resilient Agriculture 

Plenary Session VIII : Chairperson Hon’ble Dr. Mukund Shende, Head Dept. of Botany, Janata 

Mahavidyalaya, Chandrapur and Resource Person Hon’ble Dr. Ravi Upadhaya Professor of 

Botany Govt. Narmada P. G. College, Hoshangabad, M.P Topic: Conservation of Biodiversity 

and the Role of Peoples Biodiversity Register 

Technical Session IV : 

Paper Presentation : Chairperson: Hon’ble Dr. Deepak Koche, Associate Professor, Dept. of 

Botany, Shri. Shivaji Science College, Akola 

Examiner 1: Dr. Rajkumar Khapekar, Associate Professor, Dept. of Botany, Sindhu 

Mahavidyalaya, Nagpur  

Examiner 2: Dr. Natthu Wadhave, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Botany, Nilkantharao Shinde 

College, Bhadrawati 

Valedictory Function : 

In the Valedictory Function was chaired by Hon’ble Kunal Ghotekar, Joint Secretary, Dr. 

Babasaheb Ambedkar Memorial Society, Chandrapur. Hon’ble Dr. Anil Chitade, 



Director, Board of Examination & Evaluation, Gondwana University, Gadchiroli was the Chief 

Guest. The Guests of Honour was Hon’ble Ashok Ghotekar, Vice President, Dr. Babasaheb 

Ambedkar Memorial Society, Chandrapur, Hon’ble Wamanraoji Modak, Secretary, Dr. 

Babasaheb Ambedkar Memorial Society, Chandrapur and Hon’ble Dr. A. 

Chandramauli, Dean, Faculty of Humanities, Gondwana University, Gadchiroli. The Convener 

of the conference respectable Principal Dr. Rajesh R. Dahegaonkar, and Organizing Secretary 

Dr. N. C. Das coordinated the Valedictory Function. Dr. Veenapani Dubey and Dr. Mamata Shah 

have given feedback on the conference. Dr. Anil Chitade appreciated and congratulated the 

organization committee for the successful organization of the conference. He appreciated the 

quality of lectures and other elements of conference regarding ambience, stay, food etc. On this 

occasion Hon’ble Mr. Kunal G. Ghotekar and Hon’ble Dr. Anil Chitade honored the 

following newly elected senate members of Gondwana University, Gadchiroli  

1. Hon’ble Dr. Milind Bhagat, Associate Professor, Dr. Ambedkar College of Arts, 

Commerce & Science, Chandrapur 

2. Hon’ble Dr. Nathu Wadhave, Assistant Professor, Nilkantharao Shinde College, 

Bhadrawati 

3. Hon’ble Dr. Pravin Jogi, Associate Professor, Janata College, Chandrapur 

In all there were Two Hundred Twenty participants have registered for the conference. One 

Keynote Address, Eight Plenary Sessions, Fifty Two Oral and Seventy Three Posters have been 

presented by the scholars. The Young Scientist award was given to Mr. Radhakanta Nandi, 

Kalyani University, West Bengal and Three best Oral Presentation, Three best Poster 

Presentations were also given. During the Conference, the institute arranged the tour for the 

distinguished academicians and invited speakers. On 27 & 28 January 2023 the tour to Tadoba 

Andhari Tiger Reserve, Chandrapur was arranged. On 29 January 2023 visit to Wadadham Fossil 

Park, Sironcha was arranged in order to take their research work further.  The Organizing 

Secretary Dr. N. C. Das proposed the vote of thanks. The programme was conducted by Mr. 

Manoj Warjurkar. The Valedictory Function was concluded with National Anthem. 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 


